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Message Text 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 BUENOS 06411 182308Z 
ACTION ARA-14 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO HA-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO PM-05 H-01 
INR-10 L-03 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-01 SP-02 SS-15 
ICA-11 ACDA-12 AID-05 EB-08 MCE-00 OMB-01 TRSE-00 
/099 W 

046646 200145Z/70 

R 181936Z AUG 78 
FM AMEMBASSY BUENOS AIRES 
TO USCOMSOLANT 
INFO SECSTATE WASHDC 7046 

CONFIDENTIAL BUENOS AIRES 641 1 

E.O. 11652 GDS 
TAGS SHUM, MILI, AR 

SUBJECT US TESTIMONY REGARDING ARGENTINA 
REF: USCOMSOLANT 160250Z AUG 78 (NOTAL) 

1 . THE LOCAL PRESS ON AUGUST 10 REPORTED REMARKS MADE BY 
ASSISTANT SECRETARY DERI AN TO HOUSE INTERAMERICAN AFFAIRS 
SUB COMMITTEE TO THE EFFECT THAT THE ARGENTINE GOVERNMENT 
IS GUILTY OF SYSTEMATIC TORTURE OF POLITICAL PRISONERS 

AND SUMMARY EXECUTION. THE REMARKS WERE MADE IN RESPONSE 
TO QUESTIONS POSED AFTER DERIANS PREPARED TESTIMONY 
(WHICH DID NOT MENTION ARGENTINA BY NAME). MS DERI AN'S 
COMMENTS IN THE Q AND A SESSION REGARDING ARGENTINA 
RECEIVED WIDESPREAD NEGATIVE PUBLICITY AND THE FOREIGN 
MINISTRY THAT SAME NIGHT EXPRESSED ITS "INDIGNATION'’ 

AND REJECTION OF THE DERI AN CHARGES. (WE HAVE NOT YET 
RECEIVED OFFICIAL TEXT OF MS DERIAN S ANSWERS REGARDING 
ARGENTINA.) 

2. AS REPORTED REFTEL AND SUBSEQUENT DAO REPORT, 

THE ARGENTINE NAVY HAS DECIDED NOT TO PARTICIPATE 
IN UNITAS. 
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